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Administrator’s Message    

Later this month, students in grades three 
and six will be writing EQAO, a standards 
based assessment. Assessments of this na-
ture help to inform our School Improvement 
Plan.  

 

While standardized assessments are one 
evaluation tool, classroom assessments are 
equally as important in supporting student 
success and achievement. Assessment of 
learning, the use of tests, essays, and 
presentations are some of the ways teachers 
evaluate students. Prior to these evaluations, 
teachers use practices known as assessment 
for learning to help guide students. Using 
plants as an analogy, “assessment of learning 
or [evaluation] of the plants is the process 
of simply measuring them. The measurements 
themselves do not affect the growth of the 
plants. Assessment for learning, [the gather-
ing of information and providing feedback], 
on the other hand, is the garden equivalent 
of feeding and watering the plants, which 
directly affects their growth.” (Shirley 
Clarke) 

 

 

The primary purpose of assessment is to 
improve student learning by gathering the 
information needed to refine programs to 
better meet student needs. Traditionally, 
the teacher was viewed as the active agent 
in the process, delivering instruction and 
evaluating student achievement at the end 
of a period of learning.  

 

Today, teachers are facilitators who help 
students become independent learners. 
Learning is driven by inquiry and this re-
quires a culture in which students and 
teachers learn together in a collaborative 
relationship. Each plays an active role in 
setting learning goals, developing success 
criteria, giving and receiving feedback, mon-
itoring progress, and adjusting learning 
strategies. The teacher acts as a “lead 
learner”, providing support while gradually 
releasing more and more responsibility to 
the student, as they develop the knowledge 
and skills needed to become an independent 
learner. 

 

The information gathered from both stand-
ardized assessments and on-going classroom 
assessment, helps to improve student learn-
ing. This provides teachers with information 
to refine programs to meet their students’ 
needs and enable the students to be suc-
cessful in our ever changing global communi-
ty.  
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“In order to gain the true benefits of assess-
ment, it is helpful to take a more deliberate 
approach, collecting evidence of students’ 
learning in order to design learning opportuni-
ties that challenge and extend their current 
understanding.”  

 

~ Lorna Earl 

http://bayviewfairways.ps.yrdsb.ca/
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Class Placements 

In May, current homeroom teachers, in consultation 
with receiving teachers, support staff and school admin-
istration, work to develop balanced classes that strive 
to best meet the needs of all our students. All class 
placement decisions are made after extensive planning, 
preparation, and discussion on the part of many people. 
Our primary goal is to develop balanced classes that 
allow the variety of interests and talents of our stu-
dents to emerge. To this end we consider gender, aca-
demic ability, and social dynamics. Although the social 
component is an important one, it can not override the 
need to develop classes that support an effective and 
cooperative learning environment.  
 
After working with your child over the course of this 
year, your child’s teachers have a very good understand-
ing of your child’s abilities and needs, both academically 
and socially. Each new year brings opportunities for all 
students to meet new friends and expand their circle of 
acquaintances. For this reason, class placement deci-
sions based on friendships will not be considered. 
 
The practice of writing letters requesting a specific 
teacher and /or placement with certain friends can re-
sult in the school receiving hundreds of letters. As you 
can imagine, honouring each request is impossible and  
makes it extremely difficult for us to create “balanced” 
classes. Please be aware that we do not accept requests 
for specific teachers and/or for particular groups of 
students to remain together. 
 

How Can Parents Help? 
The teachers and administration at Bayview Fairways 
Public School strive to provide the best possible learn-
ing environment for all students. Open dialogue be-
tween parents and teachers helps us to accomplish this 
and has a direct and positive influence on your child’s 
learning. If you have information about your child that 
may have an impact on his/her ability to learn effec-
tively, you are encouraged to share that information 
with his/her teachers at the beginning and throughout 
the school year.  
 
At times, parents/guardians share with the school im-
portant information in September, after classes have 
been established. As such, if there is recent infor-
mation which the school needs to know, please share 
this information with your child’s current homeroom 
teacher, which can then be forwarded to the office to 
assist in our planning.  
 
Parents play a critical role in helping their child make 
the adjustment to a new teacher and new classmates. 
Teachers will be working very hard to make sure they 
create inviting learning environments for all their stu-
dents. Your active support in helping your child remain 
positive about the new challenges ahead is important 
for a smooth transition to the new class and for the 
upcoming year.  

Dress Code      Hot Weather 

The warm weather we have been waiting for is finally 
here! We need your support to ensure that we are 
doing everything to maintain a focused learning envi-
ronment for students. One area of concern related 
to the dress code is the current fashion trend of low 
waistline pants, short tops and short skirts. The 
school dress code states that midriffs are to be cov-
ered at all times. Shirt straps for girls must be at 
least two finger’s width wide. Skirt and short lengths 
should be no shorter than right above the knee. We 
expect all students to demonstrate a responsible at-
titude and show respect for this school policy. The 
school reserves the right to send students home who 
are not suitably attired.  Please take a moment to 
reinforce this with your child(ren). 
 

 

 

Warm weather brings with it enjoyable activities, but 
hot weather can also endanger our health because of 
heat stress.  As the weather gets warmer, please 
ensure that your child comes to school with appropri-
ate light clothing, hats to wear when outside, sun-
screen and water to ensure re-hydration.   
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In the 2017/18 school year, York Region Public Health will visit all  elementary schools to provide school im-
munization clinics to Grade 7 students. The clinics offer vaccines for Hepatitis B, Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV) and Meningococcal A, C, Y, W-135 at no cost.  
 
Under the Immunization of School Pupils Act, meningococcal vaccine is required for school attendance, unless 
an exemption is filed with public health. Hepatitis B and HPV vaccines are recommended, but not required for 
school attendance.  
 
Parents of students entering Grade 7 in fall 2017 will receive consent forms in the mail in June. Please com-
plete the consent form and return it to York Region Public Health to allow your child to participate in the im-
munization clinics. Detailed instructions can be found on the forms and accompanying letter. If the consent 
form is not completed, your child will not be able to receive vaccines at the clinic.  
 
Parents and guardians who do not consent should still complete the forms and return them, indicating that you 
do not authorize York Region Public Health to immunize your child. 
 
Visit york.ca/immunizations and click on School Immunization Clinics for more information. 
 
Did you know? If your child has missed a required vaccination on Ontario’s routine immunization schedule, he/
she can receive the vaccine at one of York Region Public Health’s Community Immunization Clinics. These even-
ing clinics are offered throughout the summer, giving students the opportunity to catch up before returning 
to school. Visit york.ca/immunizations and select Community Immunization Clinics to learn more. 

Vaccine Information 

EQAO 

Beginning May 23rd and running through until June 5th students in grades 3 and 6 will be participating in the 
Provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Questions will include multiple choice questions, 
responses to open-ended questions, writing tasks and math problems.  
 
Parents are asked to help by planning medical appointments outside of this time, so that students are at 
school during the scheduled assessment dates. All students will be expected to write the assessment, which 
provides us with critical information in monitoring student achievement and in understanding how to support 
students in gaining the skills they require to be successful learners.   

Individual Differences 

On April 10 students in grades 3 to 8 were able to be part of a presentation about individual differences.  
 
This wonderful presentation continued the work we are doing around inclusivity and wellness. To support our   
students’ growing understanding of the world around them, we were fortunate to have had Colleen Smith, 
from Giant Steps, come to BFPS. 
 
Topics for the session included: 
 how we are the same and different 
 what are learning differences 
 how to help someone who needs it 
 
The students found the presentation to be impactful. We look forward to future opportunities for learning 
in the areas of Mental Health and Well Being.  
 
 
 

york.ca/immunizations
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Courage manifests itself in many forms. Situations 
arise on a daily basis; however subtle, where one 
needs to face the test of courage. To teach and sup-
port children what courage really means, it is im-
portant to help them understand that: 
 A student who is focussed on following his/her 

dreams regardless of the obstacles he/she faces, 
shows courage. 

 It requires a lot of courage to speak the truth or 
take responsibility for one’s own actions. 

 It takes courage to speak our mind and not stay 
silent, simply because we are afraid that other 
people might not agree with us.  

 Standing up for what we believe in, requires cour-
age. 

 Following school and public rules and laws and in-
sisting that other people follow them too, takes 
courage. 

 Being in a new situation (e.g., attending a new 
school) and facing change takes courage, but it is 
how a person learns and grows. 

 Everyone has their own worries (e.g., public speak-
ing), but by facing those worries, one becomes 
more successful. 

 
The sign of a courageous person is someone who rec-
ognizes a challenge or a concern and still goes on to 
work towards their goal or do what he or she believes 
is right. 

In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child/ren will be attending another school in 
September 2017 (high school not included). If your child/ren will not be returning, please complete and return the 
information below to your child’s teacher. If your child currently attends Bayview Fairways Public School and you 
have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Siavelis, at the school office. Mrs. Siavelis will 
advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.  

 

 

BAYVIEW FAIRWAYS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

NOT RETURNING SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Student Name(s): ___________________________________________ will not be returning to Bayview     
Fairways Public School in September 2017.  

 

Next School: __________________________________________ 

Character Column: Courage (May) and Optimism (June) 

Are You Planning on Moving 

Optimism, or the conviction that things will work out 
in the end, is a cornerstone of resilience, and an as-
set in achieving any kind of success. Research shows 
that optimists, who believe they can achieve suc-
cess, are in fact more able to do so.  
 
So how can we help children become more optimis-
tic? 
 
 Challenge Self Doubt: Pessimistic thinking can 

be defined as expecting bad things to happen. 
By looking at the positives of a situation, it can 
reduce the self-doubt one experience.  

 Teach Optimism: The trick is to remember that 
you perceive a setback any way you choose. Help 
your child choose to perceive setbacks as tem-
porary, isolated (not pervasive, in other words 
they don’t indicate anything about any other 
part of his life), not personal, and within his/her 
power to fix. 

 Help your child learn to cultivate Optimistic 
Thinking: Notice the positives that go on daily. 
Start conversations with sentence starters 
such as “What was one great thing about to-
day…, Tell me about one positive experience… 

 Model Optimism: One’s view of the world is 
picked up by others around them. When children 
see those in their lives feeling positive and com-
municating optimism, they tend to become more 
optimistic themselves.  
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A touchstone is a set of values and beliefs which a group of people feel is important to achieving a goal or in 
creating a sense of community. At the start of the year, the students with the support of all staff embarked 
on creating a school touchstone. Each class was asked what the different character traits meant to them. Af-
ter getting this feedback, staff looked for common patterns and used this information to create a short 
write up. Under the leadership of Mrs. Davidson, the Intermediate Art Club, took this write up and created a 
giant visual, a painting, that is now hanging inside the front foyer of the school. This beautiful work of art is a 
wonderful tool to engage our students; your children in conversations around leadership, responsibility, per-
sonal growth and societal issues. We hope you enjoy the touchstone as much as the students enjoyed working 
through this process.  
 

 
At BFPS we demonstrate ownership for our decisions, actions and learning. 
Caring and understanding of ourselves, each other and the school community is something we value. 
We treat everyone equally and fairly, as our school is a family where we embrace everyone’s differences and 
think about everyone’s feelings. 
We are true to ourselves and stand up for what is right. 
We set our own goals to become leaders for today and tomorrow. 
This allows us to take ownership for our actions and accept responsibility for ... 
no matter the obstacle we rise to the challenge and constantly try our best. 
For we approach each day with enthusiasm and confidence. 
As we understand that at BFPS our future is NOW!  
 
 
 

School Touchstone 



Events Dates 

Welcome to Kindergarten Monday, May 1 

Hep B (Gr. 7) and HPV (Gr. 8 Girls) Vaccines Monday, May 8 

Regional Badminton Wednesday, May 10 

Gauss Math Contest: Grades 7 and 8 Wednesday, May 10 

Arts Package: Chris McKhool Thursday, May 11 

Track and Field: Grades 4 to 8 Thursday, May 18 and Friday, May 19 

Victoria Day: No School Monday, May 22 

EQAO Tuesday, May 23 to Monday, June 5 

Grade 8 Trip: Niagara Falls Wednesday, May 31 to Thursday, June 1 

PA Day: No School Friday, June 2 

Spring Concert Friday, June 9 

Track and Field: Area Meet Tuesday, June 13 and Wednesday, June 14 

Fun Fair: 5:30 PM Thursday, June 15 

Jump Rope for Heart Friday, June 16 

Grade 8 Graduation  Wednesday, June 28 

Last Day of Classes (half day) Thursday, June 29 
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Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter ’s 
eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Below 
are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 
 
 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transporta-

tion 
 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 
 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transporta-

tion.  
 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more information 
about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit www.schoolbuscity.com. 
 
 

Please remember that only students eligible to ride the bus may take their assigned bus home.  
 
We thank you for your on-going cooperation with this matter.  

Student Bussing Eligibility 

Important Dates at a Glance 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.schoolbuscity.com

